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The VCU School of Education saw significant growth in the number 
of people and communities that were touched locally and globally by 
SOE initiatives during the 2009-2010 academic year.

Master of Teaching student Aaron Kunk received a Fulbright award to 
work in Germany to enhance his teaching skills.
 
We established a new Ed.D. in Leadership to meet the needs of 
working professionals, especially those in PK-12 leadership positions.

Dr. Paul Gerber was named the first Ruth Harris Professor of Dyslexia 
Studies, allowing him to expand his international work in the field of 
learning disabilities.

The Center for Sport Leadership completed the first phase of a 
$250,000 grant from the U.S. Department of State. The intent is to help 
rejuvenate women’s soccer in China through a two-summer exchange 
program designed to enhance the skill level of women’s coaches.

Donors to the school gave a record $1.8 million for scholarships, 
faculty research and other educational and community projects.

The school received $22 million in external research funding for 
projects, such as an urban teacher residency initiative, a program to 
improve the preparation of urban school leaders and a project to make 
science teachers and students more aware of the clinical trials process.

U.S. News & World Report ranked us 28th in its annual review of 
“America’s Best Graduate Schools” of education, up 10 places from 
the previous year.

This annual report is reflective of the broad, deep and significant 
impact that the School of Education has on its local, national 
and international constituencies. We are proud of our 2009-2010 
accomplishments and eagerly await tomorrow’s challenges.

 

Michael D. Davis
Interim Dean

W E  A R E  O N E  O F 
“A M E R I C A ’ S  B E S T  G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L S”!

U.S. News & World Report has released its 2011 annual 

review of graduate programs, and the VCU School of 

Education is ranked 28th among graduate schools of 

education in the nation — up 10 places from the 2010 

review. The rankings include measures of student and 

program quality, institutional reputation among peers and 

superintendents, faculty resources and funded research. 

In addition to an overall ranking of 28th, the School of 

Education’s Teacher Preparation Program was ranked 

again in the list of top 50 programs in the U.S. Our more 

than $22 million in funded research ranks us as one of 

the top 15 programs in funded research. VCU’s strong 

showing is reflective of the quality of our programs, the 

extensive research activity among our faculty, and our 

growing reputation among our peer institutions.

 

To learn more, visit www.soe.vcu.edu

Facebook: www.facebook.com/vcusoe

Twitter: www.twitter.com/vcusoe

YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/vcusoe O
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Q uality       P rograms        A ttract      
Q uality       S tudents     

Education and health-related teaching and scholarship 
are hallmarks of the VCU School of Education. Our faculty 
members work collaboratively with students to influence 
health behaviors and improve educational practice. Research 
and training grants fund many undergraduate and graduate 
projects that benefit the surrounding VCU community. 
Education is influenced by cutting-edge research and 
reinforced through applied practice.

Quality Students

Department of Health and Human Performance students: • 	
awarded $384,959 in grants.
Aaron Kunk: Fulbright Scholarship recipient.• 	
Shelly Linens: received National Athletic Trainers • 	
Association Doctoral Student Oral Presentation Award.
Exercise Science Undergraduate Club: sponsored lecture on • 	
“Fitness, Fatness, and Health Outcomes” by Dr. Steven Blair.
World Congress on Reading: Drs. Joan Rhodes and Tammy • 	
Milby led a study group of 10 students to New Zealand to 
work in public schools.
Visiting International Faculty program: students and alumni • 	
now extend to Argentina, Austria, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, England, Jamaica, India, 
Peru, Philippines, Romania, Russia, South Africa, Venezuela, 
Zaire, Zimbabwe.
Dr. Evelyn Reed: awarded four-year, $800,000 grant • 	
to address critical shortage of early childhood special 
educators.
12 students honored at the Teachers of Promise Institute at • 	
James Madison University: Amanda Adams, Lauren Bew, 
Mary Eberly, Angela Gimby, Anne Goldman, Indira Jackson, 
Sandra Kanasink, Tara Kelley, Kourtney Kidd, Chanel 
Pritchett, Homira Roanaq and Katie Sansbury.

Quality Programs

New Ed.D. in Leadership.• 	
M.Ed. in Sport Leadership combined with an MBA in the • 	
School of Business to form a new dual degree program.
Undergraduate program in teacher Health and Physical • 	
Education transitioned to a five-year program.
Development of 12 new courses.• 	
National endorsement in exercise science through the • 	
American College of Sports Medicine.
Department of Counselor Education offered the National • 	
Counselor Education Examination for graduates to become 
National Certified Counselors.

C enter      for    S port     L eadership       

The Center for Sport Leadership has completed Phase I of a 
$250,000 grant from the U.S. Department of State to improve 
cultural relations between the United States and China 
through the sport of soccer. The DISCUSS grant (Developing 
and Improving Synergies in Chinese and United States Soccer) 
provides a very rare but highly valuable opportunity for a 
delegation of Chinese youth women’s soccer coaches to gain 
firsthand experience on youth soccer development and the 
youth sports culture in the U.S., and to learn from their U.S. 
counterparts through training and information sharing.

C E L E B R A T I N G  P H I L A N T H R O P Y

Philanthropy continues to play a major role in redefining the 
School of Education experience for students and faculty. Last 
year set a record with more than $1.8 million raised from more 
than 600 donors. These gifts, ranging from $10 to $1 million, 
are allowing the school to increase scholarship dollars, 
provide fellowships, support faculty research, fund educational 
projects and support community partnerships.
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L eaving       a  L egacy   

Waverly M. Cole left a legacy that will impact both students 
and faculty for years to come. Dr. Cole, who passed away in 
August 2009 at the age of 80, included a gift in his estate 
plans that will be used to establish the Waverly M. Cole 
Scholarship in Science Education and the first named room 
in the history of the school – the Waverly M. Cole Doctoral 
Hearing Room. Dr. Cole was an internationally known 
physician and philanthropist who, with his partner 
Dr. John Cook, worked tirelessly to support a variety 
of causes during his lifetime. 

Dr. Virginia A. Arnold receives flowers from Carinda Pursley, 
recipient of the Arnold scholarship.

 The Center for Sport Leadership is using a $250,000 grant from the U.S. 
Department of State to improve U.S.–Chinese relations through soccer.

Dr. Loraine Stewart teaches an Elementary 
Social Studies Methods class.
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Ranked 28• 	 th by U.S. News & World Report  

for outstanding graduate schools.

Secured $22 million in external funding.• 	

Increased on-campus enrollment in master’s and • 	

doctoral programs by 17%.

Received approval to offer Ed.D. in Leadership.• 	

Maintained national accreditation for multiple • 	

academic programs: athletic training (CAATE), 

counselor education (CACREP), educational  

leadership (UCEA), and teacher/school leader 

preparation (NCATE).
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L E A D I N G  A N D  L E A R N I N G
O U T S T A N D I N G  F A C U LT Y

The School of Education’s 56 full-time faculty members and 
100 research faculty members compose a diverse and robust 
learning community. They strive to find the answers to real-
world challenges, such as improving school performance, 
influencing problem behavior, leading educational change, or 
addressing obesity. And above all, our faculty are advancing 
understandings and formulating practical solutions to the 
health challenges in our Richmond community.

Faculty Leadership

Dr. Paul Gerber, Ruth Harris Professor of • 	 Dyslexia Studies.
Dr. Leila Christenbury, interviewed for NPR’s “All Things • 	
Considered” on higher education’s role in teacher preparation.
Dr. Edmund O. Acevedo, Fellow, American College of Sports • 	
Medicine and the American Psychological Association.
Dr. Colleen Thoma, Board of the Council for  • 	
Exceptional Children.
Dr. Charol Shakeshaft, presented at international conferences • 	
in Augsburg, Germany, and Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T

Rehabilitation Research and Training Center and 
Partnership for People with Disabilities

The Rehabilitation Research and Training Center and 
Partnership for People with Disabilities are among eight 
organizations that were awarded $2.8 million in grant funding 
to expand and improve community-based programs and 
services that address the needs of people with traumatic brain 
and spinal cord injuries and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. 
The three-year grants are funded by the Commonwealth 
Neurotrauma Initiative Trust Fund Advisory Board. The 
Rehabilitation Research and Training Center was awarded a 
$445,060 grant to provide supported education services to 
veterans with spinal cord injury and traumatic brain injury who 
require intensive support to achieve success in post-secondary 
education. This project represents a collaborative effort with 
the Spinal Cord Injury and Disorder Service and Polytrauma 
Rehabilitation Center at Hunter Holmes McGuire Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center in Richmond, Va. The Partnership 
for People with Disabilities and the Virginia Department 
of Veterans Services’ Virginia Wounded Warrior Program 
received a $398,700 grant to ease the return of war veterans 
to their homes and communities throughout Virginia.

M etropolitan            E ducational          
T raining        A lliance     

The School of Education and Richmond Public Schools 
received a national award for their Metropolitan Educational 
Training Alliance (META), which identifies opportunities for 
collaborative professional development activities in the four 
Richmond-area school divisions. META, which has provided 
professional development opportunities for teachers in the city 
of Richmond and the counties of Chesterfield, Hanover and 
Henrico since 2001, was the recipient of the 2009 Dr. Shirley 
S. Schwartz Urban Education Impact Award. The award will 
offer a two-year scholarship to a student who has graduated 
from Richmond Public Schools and will attend or presently 
attends the VCU School of Education.
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Major Grants

Dr. Therese Dozier, Urban Teacher Residency Grant to • 	
support secondary school teacher interns in Richmond 
Public Schools, $5.9 million.
Dr. Charol Shakeshaft, Project All to help strengthen  • 	
the skills of administrators in Richmond Public Schools,  
$5 million.
Dr. Lisa Abrams and Dr. Patricia Slattum, School of • 	
Pharmacy, Project CRESST: Enhancing Clinical Research 
Education for Science Students and Teachers, $1.3 million.

SOE Ethnicity (F09)

American Indian/Alaskan Native	 .48%
Asian or Pacific Islander	 3.24%
Black or African American	 17.44%
Hispanic	 1.58%
International	 2.59%
Unknown/Not Specified	 16.87%
White	 57.80%

57.80

15.9

.48

17.44

3.24

1.58
2.59

16.87

 SOE Gender (f09)

72.96 F

25.24 M

1.8 NR

Female: 	 72.96%
Male: 	 25.24%
NR: 	 1.80%
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New Gifts and Pledges
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