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Curriculum Vita 
 

Prepared:  September 17, 2007 
 
Personal Information 
 
Name:  Kevin S. Sutherland 

 
Office:   4053, Oliver Hall 

1015 West Main Street 
P.O. Box 842020 
Richmond, Virginia 23284 
Phone: (804) 828-1332 
Fax: (804) 225-3554 
Email: kssuther@vcu.edu 

 
Home:  10300 Jason Road 
  Richmond, VA 23235 

 
Licensure 
 
Virginia – Emotional Disturbance and Learning Disabilities 
Michigan – Emotional Impairment and Learning Disabilities 
 
Education 
 
2000  Ph. D., Special Education   Vanderbilt University 
        Nashville, Tennessee 
1994  M. Ed., Special Education   College of William and Mary 
        Williamsburg, Virginia 
1989  B. A., History     Wake Forest University 
        Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
 
Academic Appointments and Other Significant Work Experience 
 
2006 Associate Professor, Graduate Faculty, School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth 

University, Richmond, Virginia. 
2007-Present Research Faculty, Clark-Hill Institute for Positive Youth Development, Department of 

Psychology, Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, Virginia. 
2000-2006 Assistant Professor, Graduate Faculty, School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth 

University, Richmond, Virginia. 
2006 Visiting Professor, Carl Von Ossietzky Universität, Oldenburg, Germany. 
2006-2009 Co-Investigator, “Promoting Health of Youth with Disabilities through Violence 

Prevention Efforts,” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Intervention Research 
Grants to Promote the Health of People with Disabilities (CDC Grant 1 R01 DD000110-
01). 

2004-2008 Co-Principal Investigator, "Reducing Severe Problem Behaviors in Schools", U. S. 
Department of Education, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services. 
Research and Innovation Grant (OSEP Grant 324P040013). 
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2004-2008 Principal Investigator, “Utilizing Partnerships to Train and Retain Teachers of Students 
with Emotional Disturbance,” U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education 
and Rehabilitative Services. Masters Training Grant (OSEP Grant H 325 H 040048). 

2004-Present Consultant, National Research Center on Rural Education Support, University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill (Principal Investigator, Dr. Thomas Farmer) 

2003-Present Faculty, Virginia Leadership Excellence in Neurodevelopment Disabilities (VA-LEND) 
Project, Virginia Commonwealth University. 

2001-2002 Core Faculty Member, Center for the Study and Prevention of Youth Violence, Virginia 
Commonwealth University. 

2000-2004 Consultant, Project CLASS (Cooperative Learning and Social Skills; Principal 
Investigator, Dr. Joseph Wehby). 

1999-2000 Student Investigator, “Peer-coaching and self-monitoring as interventions for increasing 
the rates of praise of teachers of students with emotional and behavioral disorders, and 
the relationship between teacher praise and students’ opportunities to respond”, U. S. 
Department of Education, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services. 
Student Initiated Research. (OSEP Grant H324B990040). 

1998-2000 University Supervisor of graduate-level student teachers at Vanderbilt University, 
Nashville, Tennessee.  

1999 Teaching Assistant of Introduction to Exceptionalities with Dr. Joseph 
(Spring)  Wehby at Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee.  
1999-2000 Consultant to the Vanderbilt School-Based RECAP (Reaching Educators, Children, and 

Parents; Principal Investigator, Dr. Bahr Weiss).  
1997-1999 Graduate Research Assistant to Dr. Joseph Wehby of Vanderbilt University in  

Nashville, Tennessee on the Behavioral Disorders and Transition Leadership Training 
Grant through the U.S. Department of Education.  

1996-1997 Special Education Teacher Learning Disabilities – Grades 5-8 at Milan Middle School, 
Milan, Michigan.  

1997 Tutor for students with emotional and behavioral disorders, learning disabilities, 
(Summer) and mental retardation in Milan, Michigan.  
1994-1996        Special Education Teacher Emotional Disturbance – Self-contained classroom for                                      

Grades K-7 at Check School, Floyd County, Virginia.  
1995-1996 Child Study Team Chairperson at Check School in Floyd County, Virginia.  
1995-1996 Behavioral Specialist at Check School in Floyd County, Virginia.  
1990-1993    Teacher-Counselor at Wright School in Durham, North Carolina, a residential      

treatment center for children with emotional and behavioral disorders.  
 
Courses Taught 
 

• Interactive Strategies in Teaching. EMOD 603 (Graduate Level). Virginia Commonwealth 
University. 

• Using Behavior Assessment Data to Improve Academic Achievement and Classroom Behavior. 
(Seminar). Carl Von Ossietzky Universität, Oldenburg, Germany. 

• Designing, Funding, and Conducting Research in Special Education. TEDU 708 (Graduate 
Level). Virginia Commonwealth University. 

• Teaching Students with Emotional Disturbance. EMOD 501 (Graduate Level). Virginia 
Commonwealth University.   

• Behavior Management of Students with Disabilities. TEDU 631 (Graduate Level). Virginia 
Commonwealth University.  

• Internship: Emotional Disturbance. EMOD 700 (Graduate Level). Virginia Commonwealth 
University.  
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• Topic: Leadership in Developmental Disabilities. IDDS 691 (Graduate Level). Virginia 
Commonwealth University. 

• Internship: Learning Disabilities. SELD 700 (Graduate Level). Virginia Commonwealth 
University.  

• Practicum: Emotional Disturbance. TEDU 310. Virginia Commonwealth University. 
• MC2: Mentoring Competent Colleagues Institute. Virginia Commonwealth University. 
• Working with the Student Teacher. TEDU 501 (Graduate Level). Virginia Commonwealth 

University.                  
• Advanced Procedures in Classroom Management for Students with High Incidence Disabilities. 

SPED 3860 (Graduate Level). Vanderbilt University. 
 
Guest Lectures 
 
2007 Graduate Seminar (Oldenburg University, Oldenburg, Germany) – “Using data to 

improve developmental outcomes of students with emotional or behavioral disorders” 
2007 Graduate Seminar (University of Cologne, Cologne, Germany) – “Special education in 

the United States” 
2007 Doctoral Seminar (EDUS 795; Virginia Commonwealth University) - "Differential 

treatment and students with emotional or behavioral disorders: Using data to affect 
change" 

2004  Doctoral Seminar (University of Florida) – developing a research program. 
1999  Management Procedures for Academic and Social Behavior (SPED 3210 -  
(Summer) Vanderbilt University) - effective teacher praise, the effects of effective teacher praise, 

and methods to monitor and increase rates of effective praise in classrooms for students 
with high-incidence disabilities. 

1999  Advanced Trends and Issues in Behavior Disorders (SPED 3810 - Vanderbilt  
(Spring)  University) - multiple gating assessment techniques for children at-risk for the 

development of emotional and behavioral disorders. 
1998 Accommodating Diversity in the Classroom (SPED 2870 – Vanderbilt 
(Spring)  University) – cooperative learning and components that maximize the effectiveness of 

this model for students with learning and behavior problems. 
 
Advising 
 
Masters (primary advisor for 35 students) 
Doctoral (primary advisor for 3 students) 
 
Dissertation Committees 
 
Carol Schall (graduated, 2003) 
Bill Fuller (graduated, 2003) 
Norman Geller (graduated, 2005) 
Tiffany Hinton (Psychology) 
Jan Parrish (Education) 
Christina Bartholomew (Special Education) 
 
Thesis Committees 
 
Holly Grant (English; graduated, 2004) 
Layla Esposito (Psychology) 



                                                                                                                                                Sutherland Vita   4 

Geri Lotze (Psychology; graduated, 2006) 
 
Membership in Organizations and Societies 
 
1997-Present Council for Exceptional Children 
  Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders 
2000-Present CEC, Division for Research 

CEC, Division of Teacher Education 
2006-Present American Educational Research Association 
 
Editorial Activity 
 
1999 - 2001  Ad hoc Reviewer, Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis 
2000 - 2004  Ad hoc Reviewer, Behavioral Disorders 
2001 - 2003  Consulting Editor, Journal of Child and Family Studies 
2001    Ad hoc Reviewer, Focus on Autism and Other Developmental Disabilities 
2003 - Present  Consulting Editor, Journal of Emotional and Behavioral Disorders 
2003 - Present  Associate Editor, Journal of Child and Family Studies 
2004 - 2007  Consulting Editor, Behavioral Disorders 
2006   Ad hoc Reviewer, Research in Developmental Disabilities 
2007-Present  Associate Editor, Behavioral Disorders 
2007   Ad hoc Reviewer, Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis 
 
Community/Professional Service 
 
2007-Present Consultant, Peter Paul Development Center, Richmond, VA. 
2007 Proposal Reviewer, 2008 Council for Exceptional Children Convention (Council for 

Children with Behavior Disorders Division). 
2007 Grant Reviewer, German-Israeli Foundation for Scientific Research and Development.  
2006 Member, Program Committee, International Special Education Conference. 
2006-Present Member, Professional Advisory Board, Learning Disabilities Association of Virginia. 
2005 Member, Search Committee for Curriculum Specialist, Child Development Center, 

Virginia Commonwealth University. 
2004 Consultant, Juvenile Court Drug Program, Richmond Department of Juvenile Justice 

Systems, Richmond, VA. 
2004  Consultant, Exceptional Orchestra, Richmond, VA. 
2003-2004 Co-Chair, Restraint and Seclusion Guidelines Committee, Virginia State Special 

Education Advisory Committee 
2003 Grant Reviewer, Classroom Practitioner Support Program, Council for Children with 

Behavioral Disorders Foundation. 
2003 Task Force, Safe and Drug Free Schools, Virginia Department of Education, and The 

Center for School-Community Collaboration, Virginia Commonwealth University 
2003  Consultant, Fulton Complete Community School, Richmond, VA 
2002  Reviewer, Paraprofessional Guide, Virginia State Department of Education. 
2001- 2005 Executive Committee, Virginia State Special Education Advisory Committee 
2001- Present Behavioral Consultant, School of Performing Arts for the Richmond Community 

(SPARC), Richmond, Virginia 
2000-2001 Volunteer, Reid Elementary School, Richmond, Virginia. 
1999 Behavioral Consultant, Mary Munford Elementary School, Richmond, Virginia. 
1998-1999       Staff trainer for bachelor’s level individuals placed as teaching assistants in self-  
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contained classrooms for students with emotional and behavioral disorders in Metro 
Nashville, Tennessee public schools by the community mental health clinic at Vanderbilt 
University.  

1998-1999       Volunteer in two self-contained classrooms for students with emotional and                                      
behavioral disorders at Johnson Middle School in Nashville, Tennessee.  

1996 Consultant for foster families of children with emotional and behavioral disorders in 
Floyd and Montgomery Counties, Virginia.  

1995 Coach of the sixth and seventh grade basketball team at Check School in Floyd County, 
Virginia. 

 
Awards 
 
2005              Distinguished Scholarship Award, Virginia Commonwealth University School of  

Education, Richmond, Virginia. 
2000 Doctoral Scholarship – presented by the Midwest Symposium for Leadership in Behavior 

Disorders, Kansas City, Missouri.  
1999 John Merck Scholar – provides support for up to two years for doctoral candidates in 

Psychology, Human Development, and Education at Peabody College doing research in 
emotional development or mental retardation. 

 
Grant Activity 
 
Peer-coaching and self-monitoring as interventions for increasing the rates of praise of teachers of 
students with emotional and behavioral disorders, and the relationship between teacher praise and 
students’ opportunities to respond. U. S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education and 
Rehabilitative Services. Student Initiated Research. (OSEP Grant H324B990040; $19,820). 

Role: Student Investigator 
Role in preparation: Co-Author 

 
Maximizing the effectiveness of cooperative learning for students with emotional/behavioral disorders 
through the assessment and instruction of social skills deficits: Project CLASS. U.S. Department of 
Education, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services. Directed Research Projects 
($540,000). 

Role: Consultant 
Role in preparation: Co-Author 

 
The effect of increased rates of opportunities to respond to academic requests on the classroom behavior 
of students with emotional disturbance. Virginia Commonwealth University, School of Education. 
Faculty Minigrant ($500). 

Role: Principal Investigator 
Role in preparation: Author 

 
Teacher-to-Teacher:  Clinical faculty mentoring pre-service and beginning teachers. 
Virginia Department of Education. ($31,000).  

Role: Co-Investigator (with J. Fox) 
             Role in preparation: Co-Author 
 
On-line Special Education Instructional Modules. Great Cities Universities. ($17, 000). 
 Role: Co-Investigator (with J. Fox) 
 Role in preparation: Co-Author 
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Elementary students at-risk for school failure. Metropolitan Education Research Consortium, Virginia 
Commonwealth University, Research Grant ($4,000). 
 Role: Principal Investigator 
 Role in preparation: Author 
 
Utilizing Partnerships to Train and Support Teachers of Students with Emotional Disturbance. U.S. 
Department of Education, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services. Masters Training 
Grant (OSEP Grant H 325 H 040048; $772,894). 

Role: Principal Investigator 
Role in preparation: Author 

 
Reducing Severe Problem Behaviors in Schools. U. S. Department of Education, Office of Special 
Education and Rehabilitative Services. Research and Innovation – Evidence-Based Interventions (OSEP 
Grant 324P040013, $4,296,580). 

Role: Co-Principal Investigator (along with Wehby and Kennedy, Vanderbilt University; Symons 
and McComas, University of Minnesota; and Oswald, Virginia Commonwealth University) 
Role in preparation: Co-Author 

 
Promoting Health of Youth with Disabilities through Violence Prevention Efforts. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. Intervention Research Grants to Promote the Health of People with Disabilities. 
(CDC Grant 1 R01 DD000110-01, $975,000). 

Role: Co-Investigator (along with Sullivan (PI), Farrell, and Meyer, Virginia Commonwealth 
University) 
Role in preparation: Co-Author 

 
Promoting Social, Emotional, and Behavioral Competence in Young High-Risk Children: A 
Preventative Classroom-based Early Intervention Model. Institute for Education Sciences. Serious 
Behavior Disorders Special Education Research. (submitted). 
 Role: Co-Principal Investigator (along with Conroy, Virginia Commonwealth University) 
 Role in preparation: Co-Author 
 
 
University/School Committees 
 
2007 Chair, Promotion and Tenure Peer Review Committee, School of Education, Virginia 

Commonwealth University. 
2006-2007 Member, Third Year Review Committee, School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth 

University. 
2006-2007 Member, Faculty Search Committee, Developmental Psychology, Department of 

Psychology, Virginia Commonwealth University. 
2006 Member, Promotion and Tenure Committee, School of Education, Virginia 

Commonwealth University. 
2006 Co-Chair, Faculty Awards Committee, School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth 

University. 
2006 Member, Faculty Search Committee, Department of Special Education and Disability 

Policy. 
2006 Member, Associate Dean for Research Search Committee, School of Education, Virginia 

Commonwealth University. 
2005-2006 Chair, Collateral Faculty Search, Department of Special Education and Disability Policy. 
2005-2006 Co-President, Faculty Organization Committee, School of Education, Virginia 

Commonwealth University. 
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2005-2006 Member, Faculty Search Committee, Developmental Psychology, Department of 
Psychology, Virginia Commonwealth University. 

2005 Member, Promotion and Tenure Guidelines Ad Hoc Committee, School of Education, 
Virginia Commonwealth University. 

2004-2005 Chair, Faculty Search Committee, Emotional Disturbance (Clinical Faculty), Department  
of Special Education and Disability Policy, School of Education, Virginia 
Commonwealth University. 

2003-2005 Faculty Senate, Virginia Commonwealth University. 
2004-2005 Co-Chair, Cultural Diversity Committee, School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth 

University. 
2004 Member, Grade Appeal Committee, School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth 

University. 
2003-2004 Chair, Faculty Search Committee, Emotional Disturbance, Department of Special 

Education and Disability Policy, School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth 
University. 

2003-2004 Member, Cultural Diversity Committee, School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth 
University. 

2003-2004 Secretary, Faculty Organization Committee, School of Education, Virginia 
Commonwealth University. 

2003 Grant Reviewer, Community Service Grant Program, Center for School-Community 
Collaboration, Virginia Commonwealth University. 

2003 Member, Faculty Evaluation Committee, School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth 
University. 

2003 Grant Reviewer, Center for the Study and Prevention of Youth Violence, Virginia 
Commonwealth University 

2002-2003 Co-Coordinator, Special Education Program, School of Education, Virginia 
Commonwealth University 

2002-2003 Member, Graduate Survey Ad Hoc Committee, Division of Teacher Education, School of 
Education, Virginia Commonwealth University 

2002-2003 Member, Professional Leave Committee, School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth 
University 

2001-2002 Member, Academic Load Ad Hoc Committee, School of Education, Virginia 
Commonwealth University 

2001 Chair, Grade Review Committee, School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth 
University 

2001-2003 Co-Chairperson, Research Committee, School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth 
University. 

2001-2002 Coordinator, Faculty Research Series, School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth 
University. 

2001- 2002 Chairperson, Scholarship and Awards Committee, Division of Teacher Education, School 
of Education, Virginia Commonwealth University. 

2000- 2001 Member, Search Committee for faculty position in the area of mental retardation, School 
of Education, Virginia Commonwealth University. 

2000-2003 Member, Research Committee, School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth 
University. 

2001-2004 Member, Ph. D. Admissions Committee, School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth 
University 

1999 Student Representative on the search committee for a faculty position in the area of visual 
impairment at Peabody College of Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee. 
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at-risk for academic failure. Metropolitan Educational Research Consortium, Virginia 
Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA. 
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Sutherland, K. S. (April, 2005). Evidenced-based practices and special education. Paper presented to the 
Council for Exceptional Children Annual Convention, Baltimore, MD. 

Sutherland, K. S. (April, 2005). Investigating interactions between teachers and students with 
emotional/behavioral disorders. Paper presented to the International Symposium on Children and 
Families At-Risk, Oldenburg University, Oldenburg, Germany. 

Sutherland, K. S. (February, 2005). Factors associated with low achievement early in school: A pilot 
study. Seminar presented to Members of the Metropolitan Educational Research Consortium, 
Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA. 

Sutherland, K. S. (December, 2004). Problem-solving in classrooms for students with EBD. Workshop 
presented to Richmond, Virginia Public Schools. 

Sutherland, K. S., Denny, R. K., & Gunter, P. L. (November, 2004). Identifying and Preparing “Highly 
Qualified” Teachers for Students with EBD. Paper presented that the 28th Annual Severe 
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